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A MATTER OF PERSPECTIVE 
N. D. Holmes 

Agriculture Canada Research Station 
Lethbridge , Alberta 

The papers presented in the Symposium on “Systems Approach to Pest Management” 
during the 1973 Annual Meeting of the Entomological Society of Canada at Banff were very 
well received and created a great deal of interest among those who attended. 

The use of the systems approach is the latest development in applied entomology. The 
advantages and disadvantages remain to be seen. However, this new approach offers a chance 
to compensate for the inadequacies that arise from a narrow perspective of pest control. It 
may even reconcile those who, on more or less valid grounds, oppose pest control and those 
responsible for developing protection methods. 

The construction of models of systems and their analysis have been used successfully in 
fields such as engineering. The opportunity exists to see if the approach is suitable for applied 
biology. 

The Entomological Society of Alberta decided to publish this Symposium because we think 
it was a significant one of use to a great many entomologists. This decision was made easier 
by the cooperation of the Editor and others associated with Quaestiones. 

Our Alberta Society has established a record of innovation. The use of the special interest 
and discussion groups that we developed for the 1973 meeting will be emulated in 1974. We 
hope that our example in publishing this Symposium will also be emulated. We lost a great 
opportunity in 1957 when we did not publish the symposium we arranged on Host Plant 
Resistance and again in 1966 with our symposium on Insect Pheromones. Both would have 
been leading publications in their respective fields. 

The Executive of the Entomological Society of Canada refused our request to publish this 
Symposium. We hope that they take a broader perspective in the future. Symposia judged to 
be significant should be published. Such publication would provide a benefit not only to the 
scientific literature but also to those many members who are unable to attend but still con¬ 
tribute financially through their fees to the annual meeting. 






